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THAT THOSE WOULD RUN WHO READ IT.??
— HABAKKUK 2:2
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I've spent the past eleven years working alongside two common denominators,
youth and music. | was an unlikely candidate for working with either considering
my upbringing as a missionary kid living on the beach in the Caribbean and high
in the mountains of South America. | graduated with a degree in Psychology. | had
no formal business training. Even so, God has historically proven His use of the
foolish things in the world to shame the wise.

The latter half of my time in the music industry was spent working with the
independent Seattle-based company, Tooth & Nail Records, where | was their head
of A&R (Artist & Repertoire, or as some like to call it, Airplanes and Restaurants).
Through my experience in the business I've worked with over 50 artists who have
collectively sold millions of units. I've seen bands go from just about nothing to just
about something. I've experienced first hand how hard it is to balance the delicate
tight rope of business with ministry. I've come away from it all entirely convinced
that there has to be a better way of accomplishing the goal. In my humble opinion,
it all boils down to a simple issue of priorities.

We’ve heard that where our treasure is also happens to be the place where our
hearts are. I've walked away from a great job at the height of my career to refocus
my priorities. My treasure and my heart resonate now more than ever in clearly
radiating the gospel, sending forth well-equipped artists as “laborers in the harvest
fields” (Luke 10:2), voicing the wonderful works of charity and in using profits to
meet needs. I’'m convinced that it’s better to give than it is to receive, and that
it’s time to apply that mentality to everyday living. As | take this leap of faith, my
prayer is that our God would pour out His spirit of genuine revival all over the youth
of the nations that causes them to see and hear and smell and taste. To really
understand needs in the world and to know with heart, soul, mind and strength
that God brought forth redemption through Jesus and that every one of us will be
held accountable for how we engaged this vapor we call life. The spirit inside of me
lunges forward with a deep sense of urgency to challenge a generation of youth to
drop to their knees, repent of time wasted and begin living desperately hot. God’s
will be done.

- Chad Johnson, Nov. 30th, 2008



“Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled
and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are
preserved.” - Matthew 9:17

Our mentality is this: a fresh “mission organization” modeled on the principle that living more
simply allows us to give far more generously. A mission to join hands with artists and their
community of fans, friends, families and churches to fight poverty and injustice through mercy
and love as we learn to live the gospel in everything we do. Where artists partner with beautiful
charities in voicing awareness to a youth demographic. Talented artists & musicians exist, all
through-out the world, who would chose to express their art as a gift of spiritual vitality. Who
believe God may use them to revive hearts all across the world. All they need to change lives is
our support. Completely dependent on God’s divine help and instruction, we are an innovative
501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a four-dimensional plan.

1. Living the gospel message of Jesus through music and art. Distributing the most authentic and
honest God-honoring forms through strategic partnerships.

2. Providing artist accountability, genuine discipleship and true pastoral care as they step into their
calling to be examples of God’s generosity.

3. Voicing awareness for charity partners by further exposing their efforts to a youth audience.

4. 100% of our profits will aid the efforts of fighting poverty, injustice, and spreading the hope that
is Jesus.

Music serves as one (if not THE) most vital conduits whereby the listener is able to comprehend
a deep spiritual connection by a message carried audibly through their ears, processed within
the mind, leaping into hearts, resulting in a strong emotional reaction. “Teenagers listen to an
average of nearly 2.5 hours of music per day (17+ hours a week). Frequency of exposure is not the
only factor. Unlike visual media, music is a powerful social force that also taps into an individual’s
personal identity, memories and mood. Music is well-known to connect deeply with adolescents
and to influence identity development, perhaps more than any other entertainment medium.”.

In other words, the average youth spends more time listening to music in one single day than they
are likely to spend inside church walls all week long.

“Where There Is No Vision, The People Perish” - Proverbs 29:18

According to a world survey of youth ages 10 - 24, nearly 2 billion youth live throughout the world
today. An astounding 1.5 billion youth live in undeveloped countries compared to only 236 million
living in more developed countries. Our philosophy is that if we teach just some of the 236 million
to live more simply so as to give more generously then we radically change the outcome for the
1.5 billion. In this case, the vast majority of nearly 2 billion youth between the ages of 10 and 24,
at the most likely age to receive Christ as savior are perishing. Research indicates that nearly



half of all Americans who accept Jesus Christ as their savior do so before reaching the age of 13,
and that two out of three born again Christians made that commitment to Christ before their 18th
birthday. Less than one out of every four born again Christians embraced Christ after their twenty-
first birthday. ** Teenagers represent the most likely age to receive Christ and yet are also the most
volatile portion of our society. The following research aims to further enforce our position that this
demographic is in dire need of music & art that provides them with the only real solution to their
problems and that they’re in obvious need of revival.

In 2007, an estimated 19.9 million Americans aged 12 or older were current illicit drug users. **
Over 51% of Americans aged 12 or older reported being current drinkers of alcohol. This translates
to an estimated 126.8 million people.**

This generation views 16 to 17 hours of television each week and sees on average 14,000 sexual
scenes and references each year. That’s more than 38 references every day. ****

This generation spends three hours a day online and is the first to grow up with point-and-click
pornography. Aimost 90 percent of teens have viewed pornography online at one of the 4.2 million
adult websites, most while doing homework. ****

The United States has the highest levels of teen pregnancy among developed nations. This is
hardly surprising, since nearly 75 percent of teenagers have had intercourse by the time they turn
20; only 15 percent report remaining virgins until the age of 21. *****

* Research from the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, as featured in the NY Times on
February 25, 2008.

** According to US survey conducted by The Barna Group

*** SAMASHA.gov, a division of the U.S. Department of Health

**** Taken from the statistics at Max.com

***** The Guttmacher Institute

Traditional record labels act more like a bank loaning money to the artist, so long as sales of the

artist justify the loan. Our vision is to act more along the lines of a mission organization helping
their missionaries to be “salt and light” in the world. To prayerfully pour into, spiritually mentor, and
financially support them wherever they need it. This makes us less dependent on individual sales
and more dependent on the God we serve as He allows the monthly generosity of our supporters
to keep us going. Partnering with gifted artists & musicians who have chosen to move away from a
traditional “for-profit” record label model, who are willing to obey the call of total surrender to Christ,
allows us to no longer ascribe a dollar amount or a financial worth to the art created to inspire,
breathe life and ultimately bring glory to God. Unlike traditional labels that sell a product, in hopes
that demand is strong enough to “drive” the sale, we’ll make our music available to the public via
three major methods: Free of charge through A digital download “bundle” that can be accessed
through our website. The second is a physical CD copy that will be distributed via brick and mortar
retailers, festivals/events/tours either free of charge or at a discounted rate. Thirdly, direct to our
supporters as a way of saying “Thank You”. We will mail every one of our releases, along with other
limited edition merchandise, to our supporters simply as a way of keeping them informed and letting
them know how much we value their financial commitment to us. In any of these scenarios, we are



using the music to be our strongest marketing tool and doing everything we can to bless someone
with a gift that represents the blessing we’ve been gifted with.

“For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore | command you, “You shall open wide
your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor....” — Deuteronomy 15:11

The needs in the world all around us are absolutely staggering. They are so massive that our
reaction to seeing/hearing about those needs is usually one of which we’d rather turn off the
Television, log out of CNN.com or just think of something far less heart-wrenching. Are they really
that massive, though? It is estimated that 15 billion dollars would wipe out global hunger and 18
billion would provide clean water to all. Yet according to a study by National Geographic, Americans
consume 20 billion a year just in ice-cream!

Often times we are barely able to see past needs in our own neighborhood, yet alone throughout
the world. Biblical instruction is clear that we are to look after the needs, not just of Orphans and
Widows, but also of the poor, desperate, broken, sick and empty souls all around us. What would
occur if we not only sought to give our music & art away freely but if we used our excess not on our
wants but on the needs of others? This would almost certainly take us away from our self-centered
tendencies and would so quickly and radically shift the paradigm to focus on others and especially
the needs that exist for them.

“In looking at overall album scans, including those in the digital format, the configuration dropped
to its lowest total in nearly 25 years.” — Billboard Magazine, Jan. 2008

Our commitment is to discover and produce the highest level of God-honoring, Biblically saturated,
spiritually nourishing and professional quality ART, using any means possible by which to include a
clearwritten communication of the gospel of Jesus in each artist’s release. We are dedicated to finding
Christ-exalting charity partners whose work we are able to help expose to a youth demographic,
furthering their work by giving them 100% of our profits. We aim to establish community through the
generosity of label, artist, fan, and charity organizations - all with the explicit purpose of “bearing
fruit that will last”.

We intend to grow an international missions organization that is known simply for the fact that
it’s every aspiration lies in a deep desire to see youth transformed by the power of God through
Christ Jesus. Everything that flows from the company will be in an effort to make much of our
core belief that “apart from Christ we can do nothing” (John 15:5). That we would be leaders in
the music business (and possibly one day far beyond the four walls of a music industry)based
not exclusively on our talent or abilities but rather on God’s great mercy that He extends to us
daily. God has called us to a steep level of excellence, of which we desire a healthy, successful
company that is exemplary in the service it provides to both artist and consumer and that grows
a loyal, committed following.



“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful & effective” (James 5:16)

1. Prayer

- Pray the Lord’s will be done for us on earth as it is in heaven.

- Ask that God would show us how to love our neighbors as ourselves.

- Petition the Lord for a fresh perspective that is birthed out of a pure heart of love for others.
- Thank God that He’s given us the free gift of His Son, not by works, lest any of us boast.

- Pray the Lord sends forth laborers to harvest the fields.

2. Consider passing this Vision along to someone you feel might be interested in
reading it or in helping us out.

3. If you're an artist, musician, graphic designer, publicist, accountant, bookkeeper,
photographer, videographer, etc. etc. and this is all connecting for you, let us know! We need gifted
and willing hearts to help us see this through!

4. Help launch this Vision by financially contributing towards both our needs and the needs of our
artists. All gifts are Tax Deductible and we’ll gladly supply our Business Plan, Financial Plan, and
Budget needs upon request. Visit www.comeandlive.com for more ways to help and to donate
online.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God. We Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that we will not grow
weary and lose heart.” — Hebrews 12: 1-3

“For us there is One God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist. There is One
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” — 1 Corinthians 8.6

That God ‘lives in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit” and
seeks “to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite” — Isaiah 57:15

“The weapons of our warfare are not of flesh but mighty in God for pulling down spiritual
strongholds” — 2 Corinthians 10:4

“God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power, love and self- control” — 2 Timothy 1:7

“We know that the LORD secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy”
— Psalm 140: 12



AN ARTIST’S CREED
“FOR FROM HIM AND THROUGH HIM AND TO HIM ARE ALL THINGS. TO HIM BE GLORY
FOREVER. AMEN.” - ROMANS 11:36

GOD WAS PLEASED TO MAKE MAN, AND GOD MADE MAN WITH CREATIVE CAPACITIES.
APART FROM GOD, MAN WOULD NOT BE, NOR WOULD MAN HAVE ANY ARTISTIC,
CREATIVE ABILITY. THEREFORE, TO ENGAGE IN ANY ARTISTIC EXPRESSION OF MAN
AS BEING APART FROM GOD, IS TO BOTH DISHONOR GOD, THE AUTHOR OF MAN AND
ARTISTIC EXPRESSION, AND TO DENY OURSELVES THE FULL PLEASURES THAT GOD
HAS INTENDED FOR OUR ENJOYMENT IN ART; CULMINATING IN OUR ENJOYMENT IN
HIM, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. SO WITH GOD’S HELP, AND TO THE GLORY OF JESUS
CHRIST ALONE, AS | ENGAGE WITH ART...

... RESOLVE:

I. TO GROW IN THE KNOWLEDGE, LOVE, AND ENJOYMENT OF GOD AS | EMBRACE
GOD’S SKILLFUL, AESTHETIC EMANATION OF WHAT GOD KNOWS, LOVES, AND ENJOYS
OF HIMSELF.

(GENESIS-REVELATION)

Il. TO PURSUE EYES THAT SEE AS GOD SEES AS | AM PRESENTED WITH ALL THAT HE HAS
PUT TO IMAGE IN WHAT HE CREATED.
(ROMANS 1, | SAMUEL 16:7)

lll. TO BOAST ONLY IN CHRIST IN MY ARTISTIC LABOR SINCE ALL THINGS WERE CREATED
THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM, AND IN CHRIST ALL THINGS HOLD TOGETHER.
(COLOSSIANS 1:15-17, | CORINTHIANS 4:7)

IV. TO UNDERSTAND HOW, AND TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT, MY STANDING BEFORE GOD IS
EXCLUSIVELY DE- PENDANT AND GROUNDED IN CHRIST’S WORK ON THE CROSS, AND IS
IN NO WAY EARNED BY ANY WORTHY ARTISTIC LABOR | ENGAGE IN.

(COLOSSIANS 1:18-23, ROMANS 8, EPHESIANS 1-2:10)

V. TO PUT MY HOPE FOR SATISFACTION AND PROVISION IN GOD ALONE THROUGH THE
WORK OF CHRIST, AND NEVER REST MY HOPE ON ART, AUDIENCE, OR SELF.
(DEUTERONOMY 8:3, 17-20, PHILIPPIANS 4:19, ROMANS 8:18, 31-39, PSALM 107:9,
MATTHEW 5:6, PSALM 40:4)

VI. TO PURSUE THE JOYS OF FAITHFUL OBEDIENCE AS A BONDSERVANT OF CHRIST IN
ALL THAT HE HAS CALLED ME TO AND CHARGED ME WITH IN THE ARTS.
(GALATIANS 1:10, ISAIAH 66:2, | PETER 1:22)

VIl. TO TAKE PLEASURE IN ART FOR THE SAKE OF ENJOYING GOD; THE GIVER OF ART

FOR MY ENJOYMENT.
(I TIMOTHY 6:17, ECCLESIASTES 2:24-25)
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VIII. TO LABOR TO ARTISTICALLY ARTICULATE THE KIND OF BEAUTY THAT WILL CONTINUE
TO SATISFY EVEN AFTER MY EFFORT AT THE TANGIBLE REPRESENTATION OF THAT
BEAUTY HAS LONG BEEN CONSUMED OR DESTROYED.

(I TIMOTHY 6:6-7, | CORINTHIANS 3:13, JAMES 5:2-3, Il PETER 3:10-12)

IX. TO LABOR IN THE ARTS IN SUCH A WAY AS TO LAY UP AS MUCH TREASURE IN HEAVEN
AS THE HOLY SPIRIT ENABLES AND MY FACULTIES ALLOW.
(MATTHEW 6:19-21, ECCLESIASTES 11:1, Il CORINTHIANS 9:6)

X. TO SEEK THE EDIFICATION OF OTHERS THROUGH MY ARTISTIC LABORS.
(EPHESIANS 4:29, JUDE 1:17-23)

XI.TONOTBEDWITHTHECREEDSOF STERILITY, MEDIOCRITYORSPINELESS-COMPLACENCY
AS THEY ALL TRADE THE GRANDEST JOYS FOR THE QUICK AND TEMPORAL.
(REVELATION 3:15-19, | THESSALONIANS 2:2)

Xil. TO NOT DEFILE MYSELF AS | STUDY, WITH MUCH DISCIPLINE, THE “LITERATURE AND
LANGUAGE” OF THE ARTS.
(DANIEL 1:3-8, PSALM 101:3-4, PROVERBS 21:12)

Xlil. TO DISCIPLINE MY BODY AND MIND TO FULLY DEVELOP THE SKILLS WITH WHICH
GOD HAS EN-DOWED ME, AND THAT IN THE STRENGTH THAT HE GIVES.
(EXODUS 36:1, | CORINTHIANS 15:10, COLOSSIANS 1:29, PROVEBS 13:18)

XIV. TO PRIZE HUMILITY, AS HUMILITY IS MORE VALUABLE AND MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN
THE MOST AESTHETICALLY PLEASING WORK HELD IN THE HAND OF PRIDE.

(1 PETER 5:5, PHILIPPIANS 2:3, PROVERBS 22:4, DANIEL 4:37)

XV. TO SEEK THE FULL PLEASURES TO BE HAD IN ART BY ENGAGING ART THROUGH

ENGAGING GOD.
(ROMANS 11:36, ECCLESIASTES 2:24-25, | TIMOTHY 6:17-19, JOB 38:1-2)

C&L?
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